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PECK’S BAD
BOY WITH
THE CIRCU

By HON. GEO L PECK

Auther of " Peck's Bad " Ete.
Y

The Bad Boy Visits the Circus in Win-
ter Quarters—He Meets the Circus
Performers—Dad Rides a Horse
and Gets Tossed in a Blanket—The
Bad Boy Goes “Eangarooing'-—
Pa’s Clothes Cause Excitement
Awrge the Animals—A Monkey
Bteals His Watch,

April 15.~We ace now at the winter
quarters of the show, in a little town,
-on 8 farm just outside, where the tent
is put up and theanimalsarebeingcared
for In barns, and the performers are
‘Iimbering up their joints, wearing
overcoals to turn flip-flaps, and every-
body has a cold, and looks blue, and
all are anxious for warm weather.

Pa created a sensation when we ar-
rived by his stunning clothes, his jet
black chin whiskers, and his watch
chain over his checkered vest, and

when the proprietors introduced pa to
the performers and hands, as an old
gtockholder in the show, who would
»act as assistant manager during the
wegson, and pa smiled on them with
a frown on his forehead, and gaid he

foot down towards the ring, and the
horse came around the ring agaln and
a8 he wont under pa, pa tried to get
his feet' on the horse's back, but he
couldn't make it work, and pa sald,
as cross as could be: *'Lookahere, you
fellers, you let me down, or 1 will dls-
charge every mother's son of you"

But they didn't seem to be scared,
for one man caught the horse and let It
out of the ring, and the man who
handled the rope tied It to the ccnter
pole by a half hitch, and the fellows
all went into the dressing-room to
play cinch on the trunks, leaving pa
nanging there. Just then the boas
canvasman came along, and he sald:
“Hello, old man, what you doing up
there,” and pa sald some of the pl-
rates in the show had kidnaned him.
and seemed to be holding him up
for a ransom, and he sald he would
give ten dollars if some one would let
him down.

Theboss canvasman sald he could fixit
for ten, all right, and he blew a whistle,
and the gang came back, and the boss
sald: “Bring a blanket and help this
gentleman down;” so they brovght a
big plece of canwas, with handles all
around it, and about a dozen fellows
held it, and the rope man let pa down
on the canvas, and unhitched the ring.
and when pa was In the canvas he
lavghed and sald: “Thanks, gentle-
mn.lmmlmmlmuchdn
horseback rider.” and then the fellows
pulled on the handles of the canvas,
and by gosh, pa shot up into the air
half-way to the top of the tent, and
whan he came dswn they caught him
in the canvas and tossed him up a
whole lot of times. until pa sald: “O
let up, and make it $20." Just
then the proprietor who had intro-

duced pa to the men came in and saw

l'a, Was Suspended in the Air..

hoped his relations with them would
be pleasant, one of the old canvasmen
remarked to a girl who rides two
horses at once, with the horses
strapped together, so they can't gel
too far apart and cause her to breax
in two, sald that old goat with the
silk hat would last just about four
weeks, and that he reminded the can-
vasman of a big dog which barked
at people as though he would est
them, and at the same time wagged
his tail, so people would not think he
was so confounded dangerous.

The principal proprietor of the cir-
cus told pa to make himself at home’
around the tent, and not be offended
at any pleasantry on the part of the
attaches of the show, for they were
full of fun, and he went off to attend

‘4o some business and left pa with the
. ®apg. They were practicing riding

bare-backeu horses around the ring,
with a rope hitched in a belt around

" the waist of the rider, and an arm

" pest riders adopt early in the season,

the same as new beginners, cause they

all stiffened up by belng out of

practice. One man rode around a

times, and pa got up close Lo the

, and was making some comments,

i, “Why, any condemned fool

fde a horse that way,” when the

gang 88 quick as you could say

scat; fastened a belt around pa’s stom-

ach, that had a ring in it, and before

he it they had hitched a snap

in the ring, and pa was hauled up as

high as the horse, and his feet rested

on the horse's back, and the borse
on = gallop. .

ell, say, pa Was never so surprised

in his life, but he dug his heels into

the horse's. back, and tried to look

plessant, and the horse went half way

Ahe ring, and just as pa was

ground
‘getting confidence, some one hit the

he ham with a plece of
the horse wenlL out ffom
began to fall over
thought his circus
right there, when

" ‘the. who had hold of -the rope
J‘:p.cnl was suspended In
; the

~pa
ring I the belt, back
up, &nd stomach banging down liks

what was going on, and he sald:
“Here, you heathen, you quit this haz-
ing right here,” and they let pa down
on the floor of the ring. and he got
up and pulled his pants down, that had
gol up above his knees, and s5.00K
himself, and took out his roll. and
peeled off a $20 bill and gave it tc the
canvasman, and he shook hands with
them all, and said he llked a joke as
well as anybody, and for them to
spend the money to have a good Lime,
and they all laughed, and patled pa
on the back, and said he was a dead
game sport, and would be an honor to
the profession, and that now that he
had taken the first degree as a clrcus
man, he could call on them fo* any
sacrifice, or any work, and he would
find that they would be Johnny on
the spot.

Then we went out to the dining
tent and took dinmer with the crowd,
and had a jolly time, There was a
woman trapeze performer on one side
of pa at dinner,' and she began to
kick at once about the meals, and
when the waiter brought a plece of
meat to us all—a great big plece, that
looked lke corned beef, she sald:
“For heaven's sake, ain't that elephant
that died all been eaten up yet,” and
then she told pa that they had been
fed on that deceased elephant, untll
they all feit like they had trunks
| growing out of thefr heads, and pa
poked the meat with his fork, and
thought it was elephant, and he lost
his appetite, and everybody laughed.
I eat some of it, and il It was ele-
phant, it was all right.

Well, when dinner was ahout cver,
all filled their glasses to drink to the

pew manager, and pa got up and
bowed, and made a little speech, and

| when he sat down one of the cireus

girls was in his chalr, and he sust in
jher lap, and the crowd all yelled, ex-
cept & Spanish bull-fighter, who
seemed to be the husband of the wom-
an pa sat on. and he wanted pa’'s
blood, but the old cireus manager took
him away to save pa from trouble,
and he glared back at pa. and [ think
he will stab pa with a dirk knife,
We gt vut of the dining tent, and
t:nmtham.-hmmm
kept all winter, and pa watited m
to become familiar with thé habits of

the Lzasts, canse they were to beln pa's

health of pa, the old stockholder and

charge, with the keepers of the dlf-
ferent kinds of animals W repurt to
pa. Nobody meed tell me that ani-
mals have npo human instinets, and d»
not know how to take a joke. We
are apt to think that wild animais In
captivity are worrylng over belng
confined In cages, and gazed at and
ecommented on by curlous visitors, and
that they dream of the free life they
lived in the jungles, and sigh to go
back where they were captured, and
prowl around for food, but you can't
fool me. Animals that formerly had
to go around In the woods, hungry
half the time, and occaslonally gorg-
ing themselves on a dead animal, and
sleeping out in the rain In all kinds
of weather, know when they have
struck a good thing in a mensgerie,
with clean straw to sleep in, and when
they are hungry all they have to do
is to sound their bugle and they have
pre-digested beefsteak and breakfast
food brought to them on a sllver plat-
ter, and if the food is not to their lik-
ing, they set up a kick llke a star
boarder at a boarding house. Their
condition in the show, In {ts changed
condition from that of their nalivs
baunts, 15 like taking a hobo off the
trucks of a freight train and taking
him to the dining car of the limited,
and letting him eat to a finish. Peo-
ple talk about animals escaping (rom
captivity, and going back to the jun-
gles, and humane socleties shed tears
over the poor, sad-eyed captives, sigh-
ing for their homes, but you turn
them loose at South Bend, and run
your circus train to New Albany
without them, and they would follow
the traln and overtake It before the
evening performance the next day, and
you would find them trying to ureak
into thelr cages again, and they would
have to be fed.

When pa and I went into the barn
where the cages were, to take an ac-
count of stock, and get acquainted
with our animals, they acted just like
the circus men did, when they saw
pa's clothes, The animals were about
half asleep when we went in, but a
big llon bent one eye on pa, and
then he rose up and shook himself,
and gave a roar and a cough that
sounded llke he had the worst case of
pneumonia, and he snorted a couple
of times, as though he was say-
ing to the other animals: “Here's
something that will kill you dead. and
I want you all to have a plece of It,
raw,” and he brayed some more. and
all the animals joined in the chorus,
the big tiger lying down on his siom-
ach and waving his tail, and snarling
and showing his teeth like a cat that
has located a mouse hole, and the
Liger seemed to say: "0, 1 saw It first
and it's mine.”

The hyena set up a laugh like a man
who is not tickled, Lut feels that it
is up to him to laugh at a funny
gtory that he can’t see the peint ot at
a banquet where Chauncey Depew tells
one of his crippled jokes, and pa was
getting nervous. A big grizzly bear
was walking delcgate in his cage, and
he looked at pa as much as to say:
“Hello. Teddy, 1 was not at home whea
you called in Colorado, but you get
in this cage, and 1 will make you think
the Spanish war was a Sunday-scnool
picnic beside what you will get from
your uncle Ephraim,” and a bob cat
jumped up into the top of his cage
and snarled and showed his teeth, and
seemed to say: “Bring on your woo'e
pack of dogs and 1 will eat them
alive.”

Pa threw ont his chest in front of

a monkey cage, and u monkey snatched
his watch, and then all the animals be-
gan tolaugh at pa just like a lot of Ead
boys inschool when visitors make a call.
Pa went around to visit all the ani-
mals, officially, while 1 got interested
in a female kangaroo, with a couple
of babies, not more than three woeks
old. and I noticed the mother Kan-
garvo made the old man kangaroo, her
husband, stand around, and he acted
just like some men [ have seen who
were afrald to say their souls were
their own ia the presence of their
wives.

Pa showed up without any coat,
while 1 was kangarooing, and there
was a rip In his pants, and I asked him
what was the trouble, and he sald he
got too near the cage of a leopard,
that seemed to be asleep, and the
traitor reached out his paw and gath-
ered in the tail of pa's coat, and just
snatched it off his back as though it
was made of paper,

w they are going to extract a
the boa-copstrictor, and
pa and 1 are going to help hold him,
animal dentist ‘' pulls the
then we scrub the rhinoce-
and oll the hippopotamus, and
everything ready to start out on
road, and 1 can’t write any more in
diary untl] zfter we fix the snake.

. but he is as long as 8 clotheslioa
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Japanese Moderation.

Insgead of using swords or knouts on
the populsce of Tokio, the authoritizs
et them assemble in mass geeting and

givé volce to tholr feelings on the
pesce negotinted :

of a mob quicker than a faw whersases
followed by some stirring resclives

HOSPITALS CROWDED

Mre. W_—m Saves Many
From this Sad and Oostly Experience.

every yeonar
brings an in-
mu‘:wlntho
number ofopera-
tions performed

thy condition of the ovaries or!
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has to be paid by a dangerous opera-

tion, and a lifetime of impaired useful-

ness at best, while in many cases the
results are fatal.

The following letter should bring
hm suffering women. Miss Luella
A ,of the Colonnade Hotel, Seattle,
Wash., writes:

D hm: too yeats ago 1 wass grest out:
wasa
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Just as surely as Miss Adams was
cured of the troubles enumerated in
her letter, just so surely will Lydia E.
Pinkham's Vefet.nbla Compound cure
every woman in the land who suffers
from womb troubles, inflammation of

Mrs. Pinkham invites all young
women who are ill to write her for free
advice. Address, Lynn, Mass.

BITS ABOUT PLANTS,

Tea plants at the age of seven
yvears yield 700 pounds of tea per
acre.

In Java there is on orchid, all the
flowers of which open at once, as 1if
by the stroke of a wand, and they also
all wither together.

Plants with white blossoms have a
larger proportion of fragrant specles
than any others; next comes red, then
yellow and blue; after which, and in
the same order, may be reckoned vio-
let, green, orange, brown and black.

DISTRESS AFTER MEALS

Bure Sign That Dr.Williams’ Pink Pills
Are Needed to Tone Up the
Digestive Organs.

Loss of appetite, distress after eating,
ghortness of breath, a feeling of utter
wenkuess—theso are symptoms that are
familiar to most sufferers from stomach
tronble. Toooften the ordinary doctor's
treatment serves but to weaken the dis-
eased orgnus.

The new tonic method of treating dis-
ordersof this kind does not aim to do the
work of the stomach, docs not demaund
thas the food be pre-digested, but builds
up the weakened organs, so that they can
do the work that mature intended.

Mrs. L.0O. Law, of No. 824 North street,
Horton, Kansas, soys: “In 1897, while
we were living on & farm in this neigh-
borhood, I became ganenll{ debilitated
as the result of overwork. I had serions
indigestion, lost my appetite, suffered

saff. and from ob-
struction of the circnlation, so that arti-
ficinl means had to be used to restore it.
After suffering for months without find-
ing any relief, I tried a box of Dr. Wil-
linms' Pink HBT'I;.: ﬂgki-h I had mn-i;n
A newspaper. ew boxes e
me lots better, and after using the third
box I felt entirely well

“T am now in excellent health and am
able not only to take care of my house

but also to assist my hnsband in a store | goyas

which he haslately taken. Dr Willinms*
Piuk Pills cared me and I can recom-
mend them. They are so simple, so
easily taken and so prompt in their ao-

tion.""
Rnemember Dr. Williams' Piuk Pills do

not act on the #owels, They make new
blood and restore shattered nerves, In
this wny they carry health and vigor to
every orgnn and fiber of the body. They

are sold by all druggists or will be seut,,
tpaid, on receipt of prioe, 50 cents y«

pox; six boxes for $2.50, by the Dr. il-

liams Modicine Co., Schensctady, N.X.

.L. DoucLAs

*324*32SHOESE

«—Inalst w 'ﬁ

m°m'ﬂ n%mw
price stamped on

WA A shoe dealer inevery town where

W. L are not sold. Full line of

FRE Homestead Lands of

Magnificent Climate—Farmers plowing in thels
shirt sleovos in the nilddle of November.

++ Allare bound to bo more than pleased with the
final results of the past Season s Liarvesis. =
Extract.

Conl, wood, water, bay In abundance—schools,
churches, markots convenient.

This s the era of $1.00 wheat. Apply for informa-
ton to SUPERINTENDENT OF IMMIGRATION,
Ottaws, Canada, or 10 authorized Canadisn Gov
ernment agents :

J.8. CitAWFORD, 125 West Bth 8t., Kansas City, Ma

emtion this paper:

AGAINST

THE STORM

THERE 1S N
PROTECTIC L]

NAXTINE
AX'JO]IH @s

‘B ANTISEPTIC

GUTLER'S Sriesss POCKET INHALER
cne==" GATARRH “”u;;ﬁ““'"

Lu.x-—n

ANTI-GRIPINE

IS GUARANTEED TO CURE

GRIP, BAD COLD, HEADACHE AND NEURALGIA.
1won'ssell A

nti-Griplne to 8
¥e. Call foryour MONEY NACK IFIT DO
r. F.m..tnc.m

dmler who won't




